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THE year in numbers

219,103 people 
received humanitarian and 
development support from Oxfam 
and partners, such as safe water 
and sanitation, food, sexual and 
reproductive health services amid 
the Covid-19 crisis

23.9 million people* 
were potentially reached by 
risk communications through 
radio programs and social media 
campaigns, as well as brochures 
and flyers contains critical 
Covid-19 health information

26 organizations
joined forces to produce the 
Philippines’ first comprehensive 
Covid-19 Rapid Gender 
Assessment, which subsequently 
informed gender-responsive and 
strategic health protocols and 
pandemic management programs 
and policies

24 Senators
unanimously voted to approve 
the landmark ‘Girls Not Brides’ 
bill, a measure which proposes 
to prohibit child marriage in the 
Philippines

1,975 families
identified to be most vulnerable 
in Salcedo town in Eastern Samar 
received pre-disaster cash grants 
through their electronic prepaid 
ahead of Tropical Storm Dujuan’s 
(local name: Auring) landfall 

25 women’s rights 
organizations
in Surigao del Sur and Agusan del 
Norte in Mindanao received sexual 
reproductive health and rights 
training to improve health service 
delivery 

2 | OXFAM PILIPINAS ANNUAL REPORT April 2020 - March 2021



 * The numbers on potential reach were generated by the media monitoring platform, Meltwater.
** Since 2018, Oxfam and partners have supported 28 cities and towns develop and implement 
     local laws strengthening women’s economic empowerment.     

     You can see more of our work on our website: https://philippines.oxfam.org

20 towns** 
enacted laws that committed the 
use of gender and development 
budgets to redistribute unpaid 
care and domestic work and 
strengthen community-based 
data collection 

1,135 children
were taught the importance of 
handwashing to keep themselves 
and others safe in disaster- 
and conflict-affected towns in 
Eastern Visayas and Mindanao

1,609 families
in four urban poor communities 
in Metro Manila received food, 
multi-purpose cash grants, safe 
water, and handwashing facilities 
during the first three months of 
the first Covid-19 lockdown

50 organizations
across the Philippines called 
for a #PeoplesVaccine, where 
governments and pharmaceutical 
companies guarantee patent-
free Covid-19 vaccine and equal 
distribution for all

5,000 mangrove 
seedlings
were sold by the members of the 
Cagaut Women’s Organization 
in Eastern Samar, which 
strengthened their economic 
security

1 local policy
creating a municipal WASH 
taskforce in Sultan sa Barongis, 
the first of its kind in their province 
that sets minimum standards for 
WASH service delivery as part of 
its Covid-19 response

THE year in numbers
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ABOUT THE COVER:

Joan Pacis is a community organizer and a member of 

DEPRIVE, a people’s organization that implements locally-

led initiatives informed by community consultations. At the 

start of the Covid-19 lockdown, Oxfam worked with DEPRIVE 

to distribute safe water and food and pamphlets providing 

health information in the local language in Quezon City, 

Metro Manila. (Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam)

Clair Fajardo is the President of the Soler Riverside 
Valley Neighborhood Association, a community partner 
of Community Organizers Multiversity. She led efforts to 
ensure the unhampered delivery of food and safe water 
to low-income families in Binondo, a densely populated 
district in Manila, at the beginning of the Covid-19 
lockdowns. (Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam.)
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We at Oxfam Pilipinas dream of and work towards a future free from poverty and injustice. 
We strive to keep women’s rights at the heart of everything we do.
 
Thank you to our partners, supporters, and donors who make this possible. Since the 
pandemic’s start in 2020, your support has enabled us to reach more than 24 million people* 
through our Covid-19 Response. Oxfam and partners focused on providing safe water and 
sanitation, food security, livelihoods, sexual and reproductive health services, gender and 
protection, and risk communications and coordination. 

We offer this report as a tribute to the power of hope, the spirit of bayanihan,** and our 
collective vision of a more equal future for all as we brave this pandemic together.

* Oxfam reached 24,135,307 people between April 2020 to March 2021 directly and through our risk communications.
**Bayanihan is an Indigenous system of mutual help, support, and acting in solidarity as a community.  

THE FUTURE 
IS EQUAL

Hygiene promoter and community educator Jehana 
Pagabangan teaches forcibly displaced people in 
her community how to properly wash their hands 
at a handwashing station in Sultan sa Barongis, 
Maguindanao. (Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam.)
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FOreword

As I write this foreword for this Oxfam Pilipinas Annual Report, the Philippines has just achieved another all-

time high in the number of COVID 19 infections in a single day – 18,332 new cases on the 23rd of August 2021.

There is every reason to be afraid. There seems to be no end to this pandemic as the virus produces variants 

more resistant to vaccines. This against a backdrop of a world in turmoil, with territories like Haiti, Palestine, 

Myanmar, and Afghanistan adding to a long list of peoples in crisis. As nations tear at the seams, deal with 

catastrophic climate change challenges and attempt to manage this pandemic, the future of humanity has 

become shrouded with some of the darkest clouds we have ever seen. 

Let us not deny our fears. Denying our fears will only feed apathy, cynicism, and hopelessness. Instead, we 

must face our fears.  But we must face them together, for only together can we draw strength from each other 

and then, be brave. Indeed, we need to brave this pandemic together, but so too must we brave the threats to 

freedom and women’s rights, the rise of populists and extremists as well as the catastrophes of our changing 

climate. We need to brave the expanding darkness of misinformation and disinformation.

Annual reports like this, prepared by those who insist on building a better world, is a beacon. Telling the stories 

of successes of individuals and communities lights candles in the dark. Showing what is possible to achieve 

despite this pandemic inspires confidence in the little things that each one can keep doing. This report shines 

a light of hope across the darkness. It is all about what we do at Oxfam, here and in other parts of this world in 

turmoil. About what we stubbornly do against poverty and injustice, even if we are afraid but because we are 

able to be brave together.

Peter angelo v. Perfecto
Chair, Oxfam Pilipinas Country Governance Group
Chair, Board of Trustees, Oxfam Pilipinas, Inc



MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTRY DIRECTOR

Last year was life-changing. When the World Health Organization declared Covid-19 a pandemic in March 2020, no one 

could have fully predicted the events that have since unfolded due to this unprecedented global health, development, 

and humanitarian emergency. This is indeed a global wake-up call – and we at Oxfam Pilipinas remain committed to 

making the needed changes that will enable us to work effectively and collaboratively with others, and draw collective 

strength from the power of solidarity, to hurdle the biggest crisis of our times.

Covid-19 doesn’t impact people equally. More than three million people were directly affected in the northern Philippines 

by the strongest storm of 2020, Super Typhoon Goni (local  name: Rolly), which was just one of the seven storms to batter 

the country in six weeks. In the southern Philippines, despite government-ordered lockdowns, around 75,663 people 

continue to be displaced by persecution, conflict, and disasters far into the first quarter of 2021. 

Through it all, Oxfam and partners are working around the clock with our 35 implementing partners across the Philippines 

to deliver much-needed assistance –  such as safe water, health information, food, and emergency cash. We redoubled 

our efforts to support local humanitarian leadership during the pandemic.  As part of our call for a feminist recovery to the 

Covid-19 crisis, we found it critical to focus on interventions to curb the spread of the virus, but also protect communities 

from the economic impacts of overlapping disasters, including those brought about by the climate emergency and the 

invisible pandemic of violence. 

We partnered with government agencies and women’s rights organizations to conduct ground-breaking research to 

inform laws and policies on women’s economic empowerment, ending gender-based violence, and gender transformative 

pandemic management. We launched creative media campaigns to spark much-needed conversations on the need to 

accelerate the transition from coal to renewable energy, and work with the government to submit its emission reduction 

targets in compliance with the Paris Agreement, an international treaty on climate change. Our call to address inequalities 

cuts across our campaigning and advocacy work, including the #PeoplesVaccine campaign where we and 50 other 

organizations called for all Covid-19 vaccines and treatments to be a global public good—free and accessible to all.

Part of braving the pandemic was understanding that how we work is as important as what we work on. We made critical 

changes to our ways of working to ensure safety during the pandemic, and to continue to strive to apply a feminist lens 

to all that we do. All of this challenging, life changing work would not be possible without your generosity and continued 

partnership.

Maraming salamat!

Maria Rosario “Lot” Felizco
Country Director
Oxfam Pilipinas



In the Philippines, Oxfam, together with our partners, are providing 
food, water, shelter, and emergency cash support, both pre- and 
post-disaster, to the most affected communities in areas affected 
by Covid-19 in Eastern Samar, armed conflict in Mindanao, and the 
succession of destructive typhoons in October and November 2020 
that battered Luzon Island. (Illustration: Vina Salazar/Oxfam)

READ MORE: 
A season filled with hope, care, and reflection
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https://philippines.oxfam.org/latest/blogs/season-filled-hope-care-and-reflection


Sarah Dilangalen, President of the Women’s 
Federation of Datu Abdullah Sangki, Maguindanao, 
sews a mask made out of traditional handwoven Inaul 
cloth. Oxfam and local partner Rural Development 
Institute of Sultan Kudarat (RDISK), with support 
from UN Women and the Government of Japan, 
worked with communities in Mindanao to promote 
leadership roles and participation of women in the 
response and recovery of Covid-19, and increase 
women’s access to emergency support through cash 
transfers and livelihood opportunities. 
(Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)
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Luzon
3 Regions
3 Provinces
16 Cities
6 municipalities
5 Partners

Visayas
1 Region
3 Provinces
7 Municipalities
4 Partners

Mindanao
4 Regions
9 Provinces
4 Cities
20 Municipalities
8 Partners

LEGEND
Partners Office Location
City/Municipality with Current Projects
Province with Current Projects
Province with Previous Projects

Oxfam Pilipinas: Who We Are
Working with local partners and communities is central to 

our strategy. We aim to transform the systems, policies, and 

practices that have the most significant impact on people’s 

lives. We partner with communities, civil society organizations 

(CSOs), the private sector, and the government on a broad 

range of actions that address wealth gaps that leave women 

and girls from the poorest communities disproportionately 

vulnerable.

We belong to the Oxfam International family of 21 organizations 

working together with partners and local communities in 67 

countries, to build a more equal future free from poverty and 

injustice.

Oxfam Pilipinas has been working in the Philippines for over 

33 years. We help save lives, build livelihoods, and campaign 

for durable change in a country where close to 27 million live 

in poverty, made worse by the impacts of the Covid-19 crisis, 

which is occurring alongside ongoing climate disasters and 

armed conflict.  
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Our Local Partners

Community presence and links are vital. Oxfam Pilipinas believes that working with partners is the best 
way to attain our vision of creating a more equal future that is secure, just, and free from poverty. 

The pandemic and the ensuing restrictions on travel and mobility necessitated that humanitarian action 
is locally-led. We are grateful to the grassroots leaders and organizations who designed responses, 
mobilized residents, coordinated with local government officials, and delivered services during the 
most challenging times. The following are critical partners with whom we had active projects for the 
fiscal year 2020 to 2021.

Adventist Development and Relief Agency International 

Al-Mujaadila Women’s Association 
(formerly Al-Mujadilah Development Foundation, Inc.) 

Center for Disaster Preparedness 

Coalition for Bicol Development, Inc. 

Coastal Community Resources and 
Livelihood Development, Inc. 

Community Organizers Multiversity, Inc. 

Davao Medical School Foundation, Inc. 

Department of Health 

Family Planning Organization of the Philippines 

Friendly Care Foundation 

Humanity and Inclusion 

Initiatives for Dialogue and Empowerment 
through Alternative Legal Services  

Johns Hopkins Program for International 
Education in Gynecology and Obstetrics 

Lenddo-EFL 

Mayon Integrated and Development 
Alternatives and Services 

Pambansang Kongreso ng Kababaihan sa Kanayunan 

PayMaya Philippines 

People’s Disaster Risk Reduction Network, Inc. 

Philippine Business for Social Progress, Inc. 

Philippine Commission on Women 

Philippine Legislators Committee 
for Population and Development 

Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement 

Philippine Support Service Agencies 

PLAN International 

Rice Watch Action Network 

Rural Development Institute of Sultan Kudarat 

Sibog Katawhan Alang sa Paglambo 

Sentro para sa Ikauunlad ng Katutubong 
Agham at Teknolohiya, Inc.

Tarbilang Foundation 

United Youth of the Philippines-Women, Inc. 

University of the Philippines - 
Center for Women and Gender Studies 

Visayas State University - Regional Climate Change 
Research and Development Center 

Women Engaged in Action on UNSCR 1325 

Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights 

World Vision - Philippines 

Click the name of our partner organizations 
to engage with them online.
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https://adra.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Al-Mujadilah-Development-Foundation-Inc-AMDF-100454010027972 
https://www.facebook.com/Al-Mujadilah-Development-Foundation-Inc-AMDF-100454010027972 
https://www.cdp.org.ph/
https://www.facebook.com/CBDofficial1/
https://www.facebook.com/Coastal-CORE-Incorporated-241159236077556/
https://www.facebook.com/Coastal-CORE-Incorporated-241159236077556/
https://www.facebook.com/comultiversity
http://www.dmsf.edu.ph/dmsf/
https://doh.gov.ph/
https://www.facebook.com/famplan.ph
https://www.facebook.com/FriendlycareClinic/
https://www.hi-us.org/philippines
https://ideals.org.ph/
https://ideals.org.ph/
https://www.jhpiego.org/
https://www.jhpiego.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LenddoEFL/
https://www.facebook.com/MIDAS-Inc-103856094749462/
https://www.facebook.com/MIDAS-Inc-103856094749462/
https://www.facebook.com/IndaySaRural
https://www.paymaya.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pdrrn/
https://www.pbsp.org.ph/
https://pcw.gov.ph/
https://www.plcpd.org.ph/
https://www.plcpd.org.ph/
http://www.prrm.org/
https://philssa.org.ph/
https://plan-international.org/philippines
https://www.facebook.com/RiceWatch/
https://www.facebook.com/TheRuralInstituteOfSultanKudrat/
https://sikap.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SIKAT-Inc-152845828256002
https://www.facebook.com/SIKAT-Inc-152845828256002
https://www.facebook.com/tarbilang.tfi.5
https://www.facebook.com/unyphilwomen
https://cws.up.edu.ph/
https://cws.up.edu.ph/
https://www.facebook.com/RCCRDC/
https://www.facebook.com/RCCRDC/
https://www.facebook.com/weact1325
https://wgnrr.org/
https://www.worldvision.org.ph/


Hygiene promoter and educator Aida Mamag shows 
eight-year-old Lila* that men and boys must share 
responsibilities like cooking and cleaning at home and 
in the community. (Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)
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Providing life-saving support
Together with our partners, we implemented five emergency responses that reached 183,408 persons 
or 36,681 households in more than 100 villages in eight Philippine regions. Additionally, our Covid-19 
Response focused on safe water and sanitation, food security, livelihoods, sexual and reproductive 
health services, gender and protection, and risk communications and coordination. 

We also potentially reached over 23 million* people with key information on Covid-19 and other 
relevant issues such as vaccine inequalities, gender-based violence, sexual and reproductive health 
and rights, food security, and the climate crisis through our risk communications and community 
engagement, through radio programs, local communications systems like trompa and recorida, 
leaflets and brochures in local languages, text brigades, and social media awareness campaigns.

Further, Oxfam Pilipinas’ Covid-19 Response was able to achieve:

Water, Sanitation 
and Hyiene (WASH) 

176,162 
water vouchers, hygiene kits, 
handwashing facilities, and health 
and hygiene promotion commodities 
distributed

Emergency food, 
security, and vulnerable 
livelihoods (EFSVL)

7,587 
food packs, iftar packages, and 
livelihood support provided

Gender and protection

22,140 
services and pieces of information on 
reproductive health, gender-based 
violence provided

Risk communications

23,916,204 
people* potentially reached by 
risk communications through radio 
programs and social media, as well as 
brochures and flyers contains critical 
Covid-19 health information

Coordination
Convening and supporting local civil 
society organizations responding to 
Covid-19

* The number of people potentially reached was 
generated using Meltwater, a media monitoring service. 
Of this number, 21 million was potentially reached by 
Oxfam Pilipinas’ Covid-19 Appeal Response. 
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Mitigating Virus Risks in Urban Areas  

To scale up government efforts to curb the impact 
of the pandemic, Oxfam partnered with Philippine 
Support Service Agencies (PHILSSA) to provide 
emergency cash and assistance to 390 low-income 
families in Quezon City so they can buy food and 
medicines, as well as pay for their utilities and 
other essential needs. Hygiene kits, face masks, 
vitamins, and health supplements were provided 
to families of Covid-19 patients to help mitigate 
the risks of virus transmission in their families and 
communities. Additionally, health frontliners were 
provided with protective equipment and training.

Providing food, safe water, 
and health information

Oxfam and Community Organizers Multiversity (COM) 
provided 326 women working in informal economies 
with multi-purpose cash assistance and safe 
water to mitigate the impact of the Covid-19 crisis 
and community quarantine measures which left 
them unable to work. Oxfam maximized the use 
of different platforms to disseminate information 
on Covid-19, provide insights on the crisis, and 
advocate for the rights of the vulnerable and 
marginalized in the middle of the pandemic.  

Maricar Mangune, an elected government official in her community 
in Batasan Hills, Quezon City, worked with PHILSSA and Oxfam to 
address logistics and coordination concerns amid a strict Covid-19 
lockdown. She knew her community well and was on hand to ensure 
that vulnerable families were reached despite mobility restrictions 
and transport suspensions. “Let us keep ourselves healthy and follow 
health protocols. If we get sick [from Covid-19], we won’t be able to help 
others. Let’s take care of ourselves so that we can help more people,” 
she said. (Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam)

Elizabeth Asanion, 45, wears her protective goggles during a relief 
operation in June 2020, which involved a partnership between COM and 
Oxfam Pilipinas titled ‘Care4Wife: Covid-19 Assistance and Response 
to Emergency Needs for Women in Informal Economy’ in Namapa 
Compound, Barangay North Fairview in Quezon City, Metro Manila. 
(Photo: Basilio Sepe/Oxfam)

READ MORE: 
Oxfam, Microsoft partner to provide 
cash aid to Covid-19 patients
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https://philippines.oxfam.org/latest/press-release/oxfam-microsoft-partner-provide-cash-aid-covid-19-patients
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Scaling up government’s Covid-19 
efforts in emergency-affected 
towns

The Hygiene Behavior Change Coalition Project 
implemented by Oxfam, PRRM, UnYPhil-Women, and 
IDEALS, with support from Unilever and Department 
for International Development, aimed to directly 
improve the lives of at least 5,000 people across all 
municipalities in Eastern Visayas and Maguindanao 
through wash programming, yet was able to 
surpass these numbers and, instead, benefit more 
than 37,000 people. The project used a behavior 
change approach where community members 
learned the importance of proper handwashing to 
prevent diseases.

Internally displaced people were also actively 
involved in the operation and maintenance of 
the handwashing stations installed through the 
project in their community. Additionally, men and 
boys attended study sessions organized by health 
champions trained by the Project where they 
learned about the importance of shared and equal 
responsibilities at home and in the community. 

Norhaimin Omar, 26, is an elected youth council leader and health 
promotion champion keeping her community safe from Covid-19 
and other infectious disease outbreaks by teaching young people the 
importance of proper handwashing and hygiene. Her village in Shariff 
Saydona Mustapha, Maguindanao is a designated evacuation area 
that hosts hundreds of families forced to flee their homes because 
of armed conflict, even during Covid-19 lockdowns. “My dream is for 
my community to be safe from violence and the coronavirus,” said 
Norhaimin. (Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)

On Global Handwashing Day 2020, in partnership with Oxfam, award-
winning illustrator, teacher, and one of the pillars of the Filipino scene, 
Robert Alejandro, taught his students the value of washing their hands 
properly during his weekly online art class in the #LigtasAngNaghugas 
campaign. (Photo: Robert Alejandro) 

WATCH HERE:
Let’s make a drawing starting with the letter “C”!

WATCH HERE:
Maguindanao Health Champion
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhDjUEzWVEY&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI_gL4-VYqk


Super Typhoon Goni

STY Goni, which hit the Philippines in October 
2020, left hundreds of thousands without a home. 
Oxfam and partners supported 49,000 people in 
the hardest-hit areas of the Bicol region with life-
saving aid. Together with our partners, we reached 
8,550 people with potable water, water treatment 
tablets, hygiene kits, food packs, and cooked food 
through community kitchens, sleeping kits, solar 
lamps, and kitchen essentials. We also distributed 
emergency cash to 600 households. This STY Goni 
Humanitarian Consortium is led by Oxfam and its 
local partners, People’s Disaster Risk Reduction 
Network and Coastal CORE, working together with 
international organizations Adventist Development 
& Relief Agency (ADRA), and World Vision 
Philippines, with support from the European Union 
Civil Protection & Humanitarian Aid - ECHO. 

Enhancing local humanitarian 
leadership and effective 
response  
The Covid-19 pandemic, and the ensuing restrictions on travel and mobility, made local humanitarian 
leadership even more urgent. Local government units, NGOs, and community-based people’s organizations 
demonstrated their capacity to respond. Our local partners have strong relationships with local leaders and 
communities which enable them to co-create interventions that work in a collaborative and participatory 
way. Thus, Oxfam Pilipinas’ total humanitarian funding, 87% was directly transferred to national and local 
partners. We are proud to say that this is way beyond even the aspirational target of the humanitarian 
sector. We take our commitments to the Charter for Change – an initiative that aims to address imbalances 
and inequalities in the global humanitarian system – seriously. 

Kenneth*, a 14-year-old resident of San Francisco village in Guinobatan 
town in the province of Albay helps his father carry things they salvaged 
from their destroyed home due to volcanic mudflows. In November 
2020, hundreds of houses in two villages in Guinobatan town were 
buried when rainwater mixed with volcanic debris, which was as high 
as 15 feet, came rushing down from the slope of Mayon Volcano at the 
height of Super Typhoon Rolly. (Photo: Mark Saludes/Oxfam)

READ MORE: 
Typhoon Goni: Oxfam and partners help nearly 
50K displaced people in Bicol, Philippines
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Women from a community in Quezon City received 
flyers from IDEALS and Oxfam containing relevant 
information about Covid-19 and essential tips on how 
to cope with the enhanced community quarantine. 
(Photo: IDEALS)
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Maguindanao displacement

Mindanao’s displaced are caught between conflict, 
flooding, and the coronavirus. Oxfam’s partner 
UnYPhil-Women reports that women and girls face 
disproportionate impacts due to traditional gender 
roles. They are expected to shoulder the bulk of 
unpaid care work, and often eat less from already 
limited food rations to prioritize other family 
members, especially children. Some families must 
evacuate up to three to four times a month. They 
return to their homes to gather food and harvest 
crops like bananas or coconuts so they can earn a 
living. By nightfall, they return to their evacuation 
centers to rest rather than risk staying home – only 
to be awakened by gunfire or explosions in the 
middle of the night. In under-serviced evacuation 
centers, one shanty usually houses two or three 
families. There are limited bathing and handwashing 
facilities; as many as 70 families might share a 
single toilet. Access to health services – extremely 
limited even before the pandemic – was completely 
disrupted.

In May 2020, the celebration of Eid’l Fitr was 
interrupted by mortar shelling that caused injuries 
and death, and forced hundreds of families to 
flee their homes to safer ground. Oxfam partners 
COM, UnYPhil-Women, and IDEALS immediately 
conducted a rapid needs assessment in the 
community to identify urgent humanitarian needs 
of affected families and coordinated with local 
authorities on the incident.  Psychological first aid 
was provided, alongside water kits and hygiene 
items, to 348 displaced families. 

READ MORE: 
Displacement in Time of Covid-19 and Ramadan

READ MORE: 
Violence or the virus? Mindanao’s displaced 
forced to choose

Peacebuilder and mushroom farmer Melan Sayutin sits on the 
stairs of her flooded house in Sitio Gadong, Datu Saudi Ampatuan, 
Maguindanao. (Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)

Residents buy supplies in preparation for storm landfall. The state 
weather bureau classified Auring as a ‘severe tropical storm.’ 
(Photo: Municpality of Salcedo)
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https://philippines.oxfam.org/latest/blogs/displacement-time-covid-19-and-ramadan
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/06/01/Philippines-Mindanao-coronavirus-violence-women-girls
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Anticipatory action

The shift from disaster relief to disaster risk 
reduction (DRR) requires more long-term and less 
reactive planning. Anticipatory finance provides 
financing to reduce disaster risk and improve 
resilience by disbursing cash grants, insurance 
coverage, or access to loans before the impact of 
a humanitarian crisis or extreme weather event. 
Anticipatory finance could, for example, help a 
farmer prepare better for drought or flooding. 

An example of anticipatory finance is the B-READY 
project in the Philippines. Its pre-disaster cash 
transfer component and informed preparedness 
planning gave communities additional time and 
resources necessary to protect themselves and 
minimize damage to livelihoods, infrastructure, and 
wellbeing. Earlier this year, residents from the nine 
most vulnerable barangays affected by Tropical 
Storm Auring received the pre-disaster cash grants 
distributed to them using their prepaid cards in 
Salcedo town in Eastern Samar. Thanks to weather 
forecasting from Global Parametrics, the local 
government of Salcedo in Eastern Samar and PDRRN, 
with support from Oxfam, activated the pre-emptive 
cash program a day before landfall to enable the 
identified 1,975 most disaster vulnerable families 
in Salcedo to purchase food and other basic needs. 

Pre-disaster cash transfer, combined with risk 
forecasting models, also helped save lives, 
increase preparedness, and mitigate disaster risks 
in Maguindanao last year. For many residents in the 
Philippine city of Cotabato, flooding is a recurring 
problem, because the city becomes a catch basin 
of a major river. 

The rainy season always brings with it floods, which 
displaces communities and further strains their 
already meager resources. A resident of Tamontaka 
4 village, Sahara Nongka, says the flooding in 2020 
was more severe than the previous year. Thanks to 
an innovative project on disaster preparedness, 
Sahara and other community members were able to 
buy food, milk, and other necessities ahead of the 
floods. 

Located in the middle of a conflict zone, the residents of Sitio 
Gadong, Datu Saudi Ampatuan, have to contend with a protracted 
displacement due to flooding. (Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)

A local government responder waves a yellow storm warning pennant 
during an inspection of prepositioned equipment. 
(Photo: Municipality of Salcedo)
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A health worker provides family planning services 
in A. Beltran village in Jabonga, Agusan del Norte. 
According to the latest figures from the Philippine 
Statistics Authority (2015), 42% of its residents live 
below the poverty line. (Photo: SIKAP)
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Strengthening gender justice 
We believe that all women and girls have the right to live a life free from all kinds of discrimination and 
violence.  One of the most significant barriers to our mission to end poverty is violence against women 
and girls.  We strengthened efforts to challenge practices and norms harmful to all women and men, girls 
and boys, and people with diverse sexual orientations, gender identities, and expressions. Our programs 
and projects are geared toward expanding our networks and working with communities and partners to 
prevent gender-based violence (GBV) and support referral pathways. This includes working to stop the 
practice of child, early, and forced marriages (CEFM) and safeguard the wellbeing of women and girls in 
programs to guarantee access to sexual and reproductive health services and shape social norms and 
practices towards more positive attitudes to sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), gender 
equality, and women’s empowerment. 

Covid-19 Rapid Gender Assessment

The inter-agency national Rapid Gender Assessment 
(RGA) was led by UNFPA, Oxfam Pilipinas, CARE 
Philippines, Plan International, UNICEF, UNHCR, and 
UN Women to inform Covid-19 programs and policies. 
An essential finding was that the absence of a 
targeted and gender-responsive national approach 
to mitigate the effects of the pandemic was also 
partly due to the lack of demographic data. Gender-
related data and statistics are not systematically 
reflected and analyzed in public reports. Findings 
were shared during the annual 18 Days of Activism 
campaign in the Philippines, through a webinar 
co-organized with the Philippine Commission on 
Women and the Commission on Human Rights.
disproportionately affected by the pandemic.

READ MORE: 
Care in the time of coronavirus

Johnny Paz nurtures the seedlings in his backyard nursery, which he 
shares responsibility for with his wife Juanita. This is part of Oxfam 
and partner RDISK’s cash-for-work assistance to support livelihoods 
in Sultan Kudarat amid the pandemic. (Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)
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Arlyn Germones, a community health worker in Barangay Sto. Ninìo, 
Quinapondan, Eastern Samar, looks after the health and well-being 
of over 1,400 residents, and refers patients to primary health care 
services. (Photo: Alren Beronio/Oxfam) 

Sexual Health and Empowerment

The Sexual Health and Empowerment (SHE) network 
advocates for the continued and unhampered 
delivery of reproductive health (RH) services during 
the enhanced community quarantine. RH services 
saves lives and should thus be made integral and 
essential to the government’s Covid-19 response. 
Through context-specific reproductive health 
training and family planning services, Oxfam and 
partners created safe spaces where women and 
young people could discuss issues such as bodily 
autonomy, health-seeking behaviors, gender 
equality, and the importance of consent. Health 
service providers were trained to ensure gender-
sensitive services and youth-friendly outreach 
strategies.

Our partnerships with advocacy groups WGNRR and 
PLCPD, and the ‘Girl Defenders’ social movement, 
enabled us to join the call for immediate legislative 
action on adolescent pregnancies and child 
marriage. The Ministry of Health in the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) 
established a Technical Working Group on 
Adolescent Health and Development Program, 
which Oxfam and project partners joined.

In Bulusan town in Sorsogon province, their 2022 
Gender and Development (GAD) Plan and Budget 
now includes funding for a reintegration program for 
survivors of violence against women and children 
(VAWC), capacity building and training on handling 
VAWC cases, and a reproductive health and family 
planning program to address teenage pregnancies.

READ MORE: 
The SHE Network Advocates for the Continuous 
Delivery of RH Services During the Covid-19 ECQ

Redistributing unpaid care 
and domestic work

Oxfam partnered with the Bureau of Corrections 
(BuCor) to train inmates on the value of care work 
and why they should share this responsibility. 
The trainees include Persons Deprived of Liberty 
(PDL) set for release and reintegration into 
their communities. The project is integral to 
BuCor’s ‘Pre-Release Reintegration Program’ 
and to strengthening the agency’s GAD program, 
including ensuring the reformation and social 
integration of PDLs as care champions in their 
respective homes. 

READ MORE: 
Oxfam, BuCor to train inmates on care work, 
responsibility-sharing at home
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International Women’s Day 2021

Oxfam Pilipinas, in partnership with UN Women, the 
Philippine Commission on Women, and over 120 
women’s organizations and agencies and media 
partner, Rappler’s MovePH, organized almost two 
months of activities, primarily online, highlighting 
Oxfam’s commitment to putting gender at the core 
of its work.

The theme ‘Herstory’ celebrated the tremendous 
efforts of women and girls worldwide in shaping a 
more equal future and recovery from the pandemic. 
Paying tribute to women leaders and front liners, 
the campaign focused on how women leaders 
from different sectors are making a difference 
in their community amid the pandemic. A virtual 
march was attended by more than 100 women 
representing multiple groups working on women’s 
rights, government, and the frontlines of the 
pandemic, including lawmakers from Congress of 
the Philippines who are part of the ‘Girl Defenders’ 
Alliance. 

Vice President Leni Robredo and other women leaders and women’s 
rights advocates kicked off the International Women’s Day celebration 
ahead of March 8 with a virtual march spotlighting the role of women 
at the frontlines of the Covid-19 pandemic. (Photo: Still from VP Leni’s 
kick-off video message for IWD 2021)

In her opening remarks, Vice President Leni 
Robredo lauded women’s leadership, saying: 
“there are many of us who are unafraid to show 
what competent leadership looks like. Many of us 
are brave enough to step up to the plate even in 
the face of the greatest crisis of our time. We are 
made for times like this, and any difficulty can 
be turned into an opportunity to lead with great 
resolve and great strength; through the strength 
that empowers rather than the illusory strength 
that oppresses and frightens others to silence, the 
kind of strength that nurtures, unites and lifts all 
so that they can be the best that they can be.” 

WATCH HERE:
Vice President Leni Robredo for Virtual March IWD 2021

The University of the Philippines 
Center for Women’s and Gender 
Studies (UPCWGS) and Oxfam 
Pilipinas jointly published the 
‘Philippine NGO Beijing + 25 
Report’, which was launched 
in September 2020. The event 
coincided with the 25th anniversary 
of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action (BPfA), which 
was unanimously adopted by 189 
countries at the Fourth United 
Nations Conference on Women in 
Beijing, China, in 1995.

Oxfam Pilipinas Country Director Lot Felizco said during the 
launch: “The struggle for gender equality cuts across generations 
and sectors, reaffirming the need for powerful collective action in 
responding to today’s challenges. There have been many gains 
for women’s human rights all over the Philippines which we owe 
to women’s organizations and feminist movements bravely and 
tirelessly fighting for a just and equal society for all. Yet, we also 
recognize that a lot more has to be done to achieve substantive 
gender equality within the larger context of social and gender 
justice.”

READ MORE: 
PHILIPPINE NGO BEIJING + 25 REPORT FACT SHEET
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Creating Spaces to End Violence 
Against Women and Girls

The ‘Girl Defenders’ Alliance, composed of 
influencers from partner communities, CSOs, local 
and national legislators reached by the Creating 
Spaces (CS) implementing partners, joined an online 
solidarity rally to support the passage of Senate Bill 
(SB) 1373, or the ‘Girls Not Brides Act’.  The bill was 
unanimously approved on the third and final reading 
at the Philippine Senate on 9 November 2020. 

 Senator Risa Hontiveros, the author of the bill said: 
“I sponsored SB No. 1373, or the Girls Not Brides 
Act,which was supported by #GirlDefenders from 
Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, and National Capital 

Region (NCR). Thank you to the #GirlDefenders who 
put so much care and thought into crafting this bill. 
Cases of child marriage increase when a community 
is in  the middle of a crisis. We only endanger our 
girls when we force them into a situation where 
we deprive them of education and economic 
prospects. That is why we should continue raising 
our voices and be each other’s keepers.”

The Bangsamoro Women Commission (BWC) has 
also integrated provisions prohibiting child, early, 
and forced marriages in the draft Bangsamoro GAD 
Code, and expressed its commitment to support 
the passage of measures in Congress to end child 
marriage. 

READ MORE: 
Giving back girls their childhood: It’s time to end child marriage

Girl Defenders from all over the Philippines joined forces in a 
‘Zoomlidarity” rally to call on the House of Representatives to urgently 
approve the measure. (Photo: Linding Ko Kalombayan)
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Asma Lumenda, an active member of the “Girl Defenders” Alliance working to 

end child marriage in the Philippines, takes care of her daughter in their house in 

Muti, Guindulungan, Maguindanao. Having experienced child marriage herself, 

Asma decided to continue her studies in agricultural education. She dreams 

of supporting her family and reaching far-flung communities to teach children 

who do not have access to education.  (Photo: Princess Tarroza/Oxfam)



Women’s Empowerment 
in the Bangsamoro

Recognizing the role of women in the peace 
process, UnYPhil-Women, with support from 
Oxfam and the Australian Government through the 
project Women’s Empowerment for Leadership in 
Development and Peace in the Bangsamoro (WELD 
Peace), organized women in conflict areas to 
participate in the peace and development process, 
including peacebuilding and advocacy work 
together with their husbands. 

In Sulu, the husbands who have participated in 
dialogues and other project activities have learned 
to take responsibility and share household work 
with their wives. In Basilan, women shared that their 
husbands have become more understanding and 
supportive of their advocacies. In Maguindanao, 
women reported that their husbands have become 
aware of women’s rights. The WELD Peace project 
directly contributes to the Australian Partnerships 
for Peace program goal of promoting long-term 
stability and development in conflict-affected 
areas of Muslim Mindanao.

More than a hundred women joined the ummahat, an Arabic term 
for “group of mothers”, and meet at least three times a week to 
raise awareness about the peace process, and the vital role of 
women in shaping the women’s agenda. 
(Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)
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Smallholder farmer Ramon Doblon, 51, zips his solar bubble 
dryer closed after placing unhusked brown rice into the drying 
tunnel.
 
To help the farmers recover, Rice Watch Action Network, Inc. 
(R1), with Oxfam’s support, provided those in the municipalities 
of Milaor, Canaman, Magarao, and Camaligan in Camarines Sur 
with locally-sourced rice seeds, solar bubble dryers, organic soil 
enhancers, and vegetable seedlings to help them recover from 
Typhoon Rolly. (Photo: Juanito Bantong/Oxfam)

READ MORE: 
Solar rice dryers, vegetable nurseries allow 
farmers quick recovery from typhoon
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Building resilience
The Philippines is one of the countries most vulnerable to climate change. We partner with organizations 
to help communities prepare for extreme and destructive weather through diverse measures that include 
resilient agriculture, early warning systems, forecast-based financing, disaster risk financing, market-
based interventions, financial inclusion, water, sanitation, and hygiene. We also support the shift to 
renewable energy sources through energy transition initiatives.

Super Typhoon Goni came at the worst possible 
time – rice harvest season. To help the farmers 
recover, the Typhoon Rolly Recovery Program, 
supported by Oxfam and implemented by the Rice 
Watch Action Network, Inc. (R1), provided those in 
the municipalities of Milaor, Canaman, Magarao, 
and Camaligan in Camarines Sur with locally-
sourced rice seeds, solar bubble dryers, organic 
soil enhancer, and vegetable seedlings.

Traditionally, farmers dried their crops under the 
sun, but with the continued rainfall and flooding, 
it was impossible to do this. To begin with, the 
sun-drying process was not the most efficient 
since rice grain is continuously lost to spillage 
and animals. It was also time-consuming, with the 
farmers having to collect and store the grains at 
night or when it rains. To address the immediate 
problem of drying the crops, R1 provided four solar 
bubble dryers developed by the International Rice 
Research Institute, the Hohenheim University in 
Germany, and GrainPro. 

Lilia Godoy waters the seedlings in the hydroponics nursery set up by 
the Quigona Hydroponically-Grown Seedlings organization in Magarao, 
Camarines Sur. The vegetable nursery is part of Oxfam and Rice Watch 
Action Network’s assistance for their Typhoon Rolly (Goni) Recovery 
Program. (Photo: Juanito Bantong/Oxfam)

Making climate-resilient 
agriculture accessible 

With the farms still flooded after the typhoon, R1 
provided the farmers vegetable seedlings that could 
be harvested in a month’s time. Also established 
were two hydroponics vegetable seedling nurseries, 
which allow growing vegetables in a shorter period 
of time within a limited space.

31 | OXFAM PILIPINAS ANNUAL REPORT April 2020 - March 2021



Campaigning for a just transition 
to renewable energy

While there have been significant policy shifts in the 
Philippines in recent years that seemed to support 
the push for renewable energy (RE), the overall 
share of RE technologies and sources (e.g., solar, 
wind, run-of-river hydropower, biomass) in the 
country’s energy mix showed little improvement.  
Furthermore, much needs to be done to highlight  
the element of justice in the call for a transition to 
RE systems – i.e., surfacing perspectives of gender 
equality and fairness in energy transition goals, 
ensuring that concerns of poor and unelectrified 
communities and of women and other vulnerable 
groups are included in the advocacy agenda, and 
that these stakeholders later form part of the 
broader constituency for such advocacy.

Addressing this context, Oxfam Pilipinas’ REStart 
campaign, which potentially reached more than 
28 million people,* aimed to accelerate public 
sector support to RE transition by calling for policy 
change and a more leveled off playing field for 
private sector uptake of RE given the government’s 
current heavy subsidy on conventional energy 
sources. It also aimed to spark conversations about 
access to RE by communities disproportionately 
vulnerable to climate change, as well as small 
island communities.

* The number of people potentially reached was generated by media 
consultancy firm, MediaSense, Inc.

WATCH HERE:
CNN Philippines with Oxfam Ambassador Antoinette Taus

Environmental advocate and actress Antoinette Taus, Oxfam Pilipinas’ 
Resilience Ambassador, together with various celebrities and climate 
action advocates, joined the REStart campaign and spotlighted the 
importance of renewable energy in addressing the climate crisis. 
(Photo: April Bulanadi/Oxfam)

READ MORE: 
Celebs go green, pitch for renewable energy
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READ MORE: 
Urgency, Ambition, Justice: Three climate 
bottomlines for the Philippine NDC

Supporting government 
submission of Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDC)

At the start of the year, Oxfam Pilipinas and 16 other 
groups urged the Climate Change Commission to 
submit its NDCs, or its emission reduction targets 
as part of its commitment to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
conveying the highest possible climate ambition in 
reflection of the government’s strong commitment 
to contribute to global efforts to advance global 
justice. In a consolidated statement, the groups

called for a “just, ambitious, and quality NDC that 
the Philippines can be proud of.” After a delay, 
the Philippines officially submitted its Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDC) in April 2021.

The NDCs articulate the clear and substantive 
commitments of governments to the global effort 
to combat the crisis of climate change, a crisis 
generated historically by rich, industrialized 
countries but has the greatest impacts on 
countries like the Philippines, which counts among 
the world’s most vulnerable.

Farmer Ceris Igleserio shows the devastation his farm suffered due to 
the onslaught of Typhoon Vamco (local name: Ulysses) in Camarines 
Norte province on 12 November 2020, one of the seven typhoons to hit 
the Philippines in six weeks. Government records show an estimated 
PhP 2.1 billion (32 million GBP) damage to agriculture in seven regions, 
worsened by landslides and massive flooding. 
(Photo: Mark Saludes/Oxfam)
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A farmer harvests banana crops in a plantation located in 
Compostela Valley. Oxfam and IDEALS have long worked with 
banana farmers to push for reforms in the agribusiness sector . 
They join this campaign to spotlight  how agribusiness venture 
agreements between smallholder banana farmers and powerful 
companies result in debt, poverty, and hunger for farmers and 
their families. (Photo: Larry Monserate Piojo/Oxfam)

Gender-transformative and 
inclusive business practices

Oxfam and IDEALS worked with more than 200 
farmers and 24 local organizations to campaign 
for the passage of the Inclusive Business Bill, 
which seeks to create an enabling environment 
for government and businesses to adopt inclusive 
business models in their entire operations, 
focusing on key processes in their supply chains. 

The Philippine government, together with civil 
society and the private sector, is pushing for 
widespread adoption of Inclusive Business 
investments in the countryside, particularly 
the inclusion of small community enterprises 
into the formal economy. Leveraging relevant 
discussions by the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development in 2005 and the G20 and 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), the 
Philippine government has proactively advanced 
and is leading multi-partite discussions in setting 
policy directions toward adopting the Inclusive 
Business agenda.

2

1 Fish drying is one of the main livelihoods in Salcedo, Eastern 
Samar. Oxfam and partner PRRM have been helping the Cagaut 
Women’s Organization develop ‘stormproof’ ways to earn a living, 
which includes mangrove, fish-drying, and seaweed projects. 
(Photo: Jed Regala/Oxfam)

2

1
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Ferdinand Abucot aboard his boat. (Photo: Mark Vincent Aranas/Oxfam)

just before the high tide—and when a rescue will 
be needed. I always go with my wife, and I don’t 
want to risk our lives. We have our children who 
need us. But others choose the risky part because 
they need to catch more fish,” he added. 

To reduce the vulnerability of fisherfolk like 
Ferdinand, the ALERT project saw the need for asset 
protection mechanisms to keep their livelihood 
afloat after a disaster. Oxfam, PRRM, and some local 
government units in Eastern Samar facilitated the 
profiling and accreditation of 1,875 fisherfolk and 
shouldered their fishing boat registration fees. As 
government-registered fisherfolk, this meant they 
could apply for insurance coverage for their boats 
with the Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation 
(PCIC). To recognize the risks posed by weather-
related hazards to assets and fishers’ lives, the 
local governments, in partnership with a private 
company, provided accident insurance to 1,196 
people, the majority of whom are women (60%).

REDUCING RISKS, SAVING LIVES

Barangay Councilor Ferdinand Abucot has been a 
fisher in Salcedo for the last 30 years. Every day, at 
four in the morning, he and his wife would ride their 
boat some kilometers off the coast, hoping to catch 
enough fish to tide them over for a day or two. More 
than 10 hours later, usually at five in the afternoon, 
they come back with their haul, sell some of it for 
cash, and save a few for their meals. He would then 
tend the farmland for a few hours before calling it a 
day. For Ferdinand, fishing is precarious – it feeds 
his family day in day out, but it is also a dangerous 
profession. “The bigger fish stay in deeper waters, 
away from the coast, where waves are bigger. It 
is risky, but we need to go there. Often, groups of 
boats go together so we can watch each other’s 
backs,” he said. 

“When there’s a looming typhoon, people on the 
coast know what time we’re supposed to be back—
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Farmers in Magarao, Camarines Sur transplant seedlings into small 

paper cups with cocopeat. The vegetable nursery is part of Oxfam 

and Rice Watch Action Network’s assistance for their Typhoon 

Rolly (Goni) Recovery Program. (Photo: Juanito Bantong/Oxfam)
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Farhana Ganoy, a MAYA youth leader, teaches young people in her 
community about the impacts of child, early, and forced marriage 
in Guindulungan, Maguindanao. (Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)
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Amplifying voices 
of young people 
We put a premium on engaging with young people. Children and young people are transforming their 
lives and communities, and campaigning for change on a wide variety of initiatives to address gaps 
that leave women and girls from the poorest communities disproportionately vulnerable. We worked with 
young feminist and climate activists to spotlight inequalities amid the pandemic, call for stronger climate 
action, and support critical measures currently lodged in Congress, such as ending child marriage and a 
gender-transformative pandemic management system. 

Young feminists campaign 
to end child marriage

Creating transformative change requires more than 
ensuring grounded research reaches lawmakers. 
The Creating Spaces (CS) network and campaigners 
formed the #GirlDefenders Alliance and worked 
tirelessly to build and strengthen an inclusive 
movement of affected youth, champion legislators, 
local leaders. This created a nationwide campaign, 
with young people directly championing the call to 
end child marriage. Young feminist campaigners, 
such as Maguindanao Alliance of Youth Advocates 
and Lindig Ko Kalombayan in Lanao del Sur, used 
social media to broadcast their experiences and 
offer real-time learning to accelerate the passage 
of the bill.

Trained student leaders of three partner national 
high schools in Maguindanao (Mamasapano, 
Guindulungan, and Datu Saudi Ampatuan) initiated 
their own awareness-raising activities and 
advocacy against child, early, and forced marriages 
(CEFM) targeting their peers. These activities 
evolved into mobile community awareness 
sessions, reaching out to more barangays in CS 
partner municipalities. 

The student leaders sustained engagement 
with teacher-advisers of the Student Supreme 
Government (SSG) and their school principals 
on issues of CEFM, which prompted teachers to 
include this issue in their lesson plans, particularly 
the discussion of its impact on early pregnancy.

READ MORE: 
Girls Not Brides – weaving the ‘evidence quilt’ 
for gender transformative law reform

Juanday Esmael and Farhana Ganoy, both MAYA leaders in 
Guindulungan, Maguindanao, are part of the ‘Girl Defenders’ Alliance; 
they organized a peer to peer awareness session on child, early and 
forced marriages, and violence against women and children 
(Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)
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Young climate activists take a stand 

Balud and YLIFT are among the youth organizations 
Oxfam worked with last year to raise awareness on 
the impacts of climate change. As youth  leaders 
started  to get more involved in community-based 
information dissemination activities on disaster 
preparedness,  different issues surfaced during 
peer to peer learning sessions, such as adolescent 
sexual reproductive health in emergencies, impacts 
of the climate crisis in the core livelihood sources 
in their respective communities, and health and 
wellbeing of young  people exposed  to recurring 
and slow onset disasters.

On September 25, climate advocates from the 
Philippines joined the rest of the world in staging 
simultaneous strikes and events for the ‘Global Day 
of Climate Action’. Mitzi Jonelle Tan, the convener 
of Youth Advocates for Climate Action Philippines 
(YACAP), called on the world’s major carbon 
emitters to take responsibility for and act against 
the climate crisis.

“We are calling out the world’s major carbon 
polluters. You have a responsibility to the entire 
world, especially to us most affected. We, Filipinos, 
are among the most impacted, ranking second 
in the latest Global Climate Risk Index, yet our 
contributions to greenhouse gas emissions are 
so little. We need to put people over profit and any 
politician who cannot prioritize this, needs to step 
down now. We will not stop until we have a better, 
greener future for all,” Mitzi said.

Mitzi Tan of YACAP believes that climate change intersects with other 
social issues and that a decisive global leadership is needed to fully 
address it. She joined the REStart campaign launched by Oxfam 
Pilipinas, in partnership with the Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt 
and Development, Greenpeace Philippines, Institute for Climate and 
Sustainable Cities, Philippine Movement for Climate Justice, and 
WWF-Philippines, to raise awareness of and encourage everyone 
to use renewable energy, and to urge everyone to practice energy 
conservation and efficiency. (Photo: YACAP)

READ MORE: 
‘Wealthiest use up 4x more carbon than half the 
population, causing climate crisis’ – study

Brave conversations on 
sexual reproductive health 

The Young Feminists Collective’s current initiatives 
focus on Covid-19 relief efforts among women, 
children, and other marginalized sectors, including 
providing basic needs and dignity and health 
kits. In collaboration with Oxfam’s Sexual Health 
and Empowerment Project, the collective also 
organized safe spaces for young women to have 
conversations about Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Rights (SRHR), bodily autonomy, 
intersectionality, and other critical issues they 
face. The Young Feminists Collective works with UP 
Center for Women’s and Gender Studies to produce 
information and communication materials about 
SRHR. 
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Research for change 
Research provides essential information about what needs changing, how people are affected, and 
positive change strategies. We used high-quality and novel research during the pandemic to lay the 
foundation for our projects, campaigns, and advocacy work. From submitting our findings to the Philippine 
Congress to strengthen proposed laws on pandemic management to enhancing the evidence base of 
feminist networks on the ‘shadow pandemic’ of gender-based violence, our goal is to influence policy and 
practice change, shifting people’s hearts and minds in ways that reduce poverty and inequalities.

Towards a Better Normal: 
A Study on Inequalities and 
the Lack of Human Development 
in the Philippines

In the Philippines, statistics show that the number 
of billionaires and the wealth they accumulate is 
constantly rising while more and more people are 
living in poverty. Oxfam Pilipinas commissioned 
economics professor Joseph Lim of the Ateneo de 
Manila University to conduct a study that assessed 
existing inequalities in the Philippines and how 
they relate to the country’s development lag.

Based on research findings and using a progressive 
development framework, the paper offers 
recommendations for a stronger, more resilient, 
and more pro-people direction in governance and 
economic management. Each recommendation 
is a product of data analysis and considers hard 
realities in Philippine society, including the current 
pandemic.

READ MORE: 
Towards a Better Normal: A Study on Inequalities and 
the Lack of Human Development in the Philippines

A resident of Gumaga in Libungan, Cotabato, fetches water from 
a deep well, which used to be their main source of water for years. 
Through SIMCARRD and Oxfam—and with counterpart funding from 
the barangay local government—almost 60 families in the area now 
have access to clean and safe water from a newly installed water 
point. (Photo: Jed Regala/Oxfam)
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READ MORE: 
TAKING SPACE: A Snapshot of Child, Early, and 
Forced Marriage — Insights from Oxfam and 
partners’ work in the Philippines

In some instances, especially those involving 
minors, GBV cases are settled through marriage, 
thus increasing the incidence of child, early, and 
forced marriages. 

Additionally, figures from this report were cited by 
Senator Risa Hontiveros, who chairs the Senate 
Committee on Women and Girls, to underscore the 
urgency of enacting Senate Bill No. 1373, which 
seeks to ban child marriage in the Philippines, 
which has since been approved by both Houses of 
Congress and is undergoing final deliberations.

Taking Space: A Snapshot of Child, 
Early, and Forced Marriage — 
Insights from Oxfam and partners’ 
work in the Philippines

Lessons learned from Oxfam’s various projects 
related to sexual and reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR) and gender-based violence (GBV) 
show that many factors can further exacerbate 
inequalities experienced by women and girls, 
including armed conflicts and disasters. Internally 
displaced persons who were interviewed said that 
there is no proper reporting mechanism for GBV 
cases in evacuation centers. 

Hanod Ebrahim is a youth leader who is changing 
lives in her community by using her voice to 
end child marriage in the town of Mamasapano, 
Maguindanao. (Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam)
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READ MORE: 
Voices from the Compounded 
Crisis: Oxfam Covid-19 Rapid 
Gender Assessment Regional 
Highlights in the Philippines

Voices from the Compounded Crisis

Covid-19 has immense impacts on the poor, 
vulnerable, and marginalized communities in 
the Philippines. The pandemic and community 
quarantine resulted in restricted mobility and loss 
of livelihoods, particularly for the daily income 
earners and people working in the informal sector. 
This has compounding impacts on their purchasing 
power, food security, nutrition, and severity of 
poverty incidence.

The Rapid Gender Assessment (RGA) done by 
more than 26 organizations, including Oxfam, 
and the inter-agency Community Consultations 
on Response Actions, shows that food insecurity 
is the most far-reaching negative effect of the 
extended community quarantines and resulting 
economic downturn. Access to WASH remains a 
challenge, especially for urban poor and informal 
settler communities. Traditional gender roles, 
including increased unpaid care and domestic 
work, intensified for women during community 
quarantine. Aside from the increase in time 
spent doing unpaid care and domestic work, 
the study showed that women were working 
as community volunteers or in health care. The 
RGA also surfaced gaps in referral mechanisms 
for incidents of gender-based violence and 
reproductive health services, which should be 
deemed as essential services amid the pandemic. 

Safety in Solidarity

This briefing note highlights four key insights from 
Oxfam Pilipinas’ RGA report and calls for practices 
of solidarity to be integrated into ongoing efforts 
to respond to Covid-19. The note highlights the 
need for regional, national, and global plans for 
Covid-19 that are grounded in strong gender 
analysis and reflect inclusivity in representation. 
It calls for decision-making that results in 
implementing equitable and effective policies 
that do not discriminate against those with little 
means and those who are disproportionately 
affected by the pandemic.

READ MORE: 
Safety in Solidarity: How Understanding 
the Gendered Needs of Communities 
Means Safety for All
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Maximizing resources 
Oxfam Pilipinas is accountable to the donors, partners, and communities we work with. We seek to 
maximize the support we receive to ensure lasting impact of our programs. We value social accountability 
and introduced systems and processes like community scorecards, which assess satisfaction with our 
manner of service delivery; and co-developed participatory project evaluation and learning from the 
community and our partners.

During our 2021 fiscal year, defined as the period 
from April 2020 to March 2021, Oxfam Pilipinas 
received a total of GBP 4,597,516.85, or PhP 
293,043,534.73. This was a significant increase 
from the previous year’s resources, meaning we 
grew our program even in the most difficult of times

Of this amount, our most significant allocation 
(59%) was for the Rights in Crisis program, where 
our humanitarian and emergency responses, 
including our Covid-19 response, are lodged. 

We increased allocations on our stand-alone 
Gender Justice program to 23%, which includes 
scaling up programs and campaigns to reduce 
gender-based violence and raise awareness 

of gender rights during the Covid-19 crisis and 
ensuring gender was embedded across all of our 
programming and institutional strengthening. 

This is followed by our Conflict Transformation 
Program (6%), which consists of projects that 
aim to contribute to the overall development of 
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (BARMM). Next, the Economic Justice 
Program (3%) focuses on responsible public and 
private investments to increase access to social 
protection mechanisms and protect lives and 
livelihoods. 

Management and administrative costs constitute 
only 9% of the total budget.

DESCRIPTION 

Rights in Crisis in the Philippines 

Gender Justice Programme in the Philippines 
 
Conflict Transformation in the Philippines 

Economic Justice Programme in the Philippines 

Total Project Cost

Management and admin

TOTAL COST

PERCENTAGE 

59%

23% 

6%

3%

9%

100%

AMOUNT (GBP)

2,704,373.00

1,070,072.00

258,944.00

143,714.00

4,177,103.00

402,068.85

4,579,171.85
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OUR PARTNER AFFILIATES

Oxfam America 

Oxfam Australia

Oxfam Belgium

Oxfam Canada

Oxfam Hong Kong

Oxfam Novib

OUR FUNDING PARTNERS

ABT Associates Pty

Canva

Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade-Australia

European Civil Protection 
and Humanitarian Aid (ECHO)

European Climate Foundation 
(ECF)–Tarah Fund 

European Union

Global Affairs Canada

Great Britain

Microsoft Philippines

Stichting Beheer Subsidiegelden
Dutch Relief Alliance

Swedish International 
Development Cooperation

Twitter Southeast Asia

UN-Women

Unilever

United Nations 
Development Programme
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Hygiene promoter and community educator 
Jehana Pagabangan teaches forcibly 
displaced people in her community how to 
properly wash their hands at a handwashing 
station in Sultan sa Barongis, Maguindanao. 
(Photo: Princess Taroza/Oxfam)
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Oxfam is an international confederation of 21 organizations working together 
with partners and local communities in 67 countries, including the Philippines, 

to build an equal future free from poverty and injustice.
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